Dog Body Language

Alert and Attentive

Ears forward —____

(may twitch as if

Tail horizontal trying to catch a sound)
(not stiff or bristled)

. Smooth nose
and forehead

"’-{;:;?— h'-.';;‘i, o
R ongyott § Er
/ Mouth
closed

Tail may move
slightly from side

to side Slight forward lean

standing tall on toes
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Dog Body Language (cont’d)

Dominance / Aggression
(Offensive threat)

Ears forward (may be spread T
slightly to the side to form a Qrcheas By
show vertical

Tail raised wide V shape) )
A g \ wrinkles
¢ ) / Nose
R A

\and bristled
3 Hackles
RN / wrinkled
.-;.\\\N
LN
Tail is stiff \1;;
but may be seen

raised

Lips
curled

~
- MY
Py

to quiver or vibrate 2% By B Teeth (and often the
» . ;';'_- “:\\ ..
from side to side iz B\ /[‘ gums) are visible
iR i
bl -
%' 3 Mouth open and

C-shaped. Corner of
mouth is forward

Stiff-legged stance,
body leaning slightly
forward

:J CERT Animal Response |

.. 0 .

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY
RESPONSE TEAM




Dog Body Language (cont’d)

Fear [ Aggression
(Defensive threat)

Hackles raised

Ears back

Pupils dilated

Nose
”i . wrinkled

Lips slightly curled
(teeth may be some-
what visible)

Tail tucked
(little or no movement) haik

Corner of mouth pulled
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Dog Body Language (cont’d)

Fear / Submission
(Active submission)

Forehead smooth

Ears back Eye contacts

_—"" brief and

Body lowered indirect

N

44
7 4

\
Licks at face of

dominant dog or

Tail d -
( wwo __ the air
may wag

slightly) e, wf A Corner of

> mouth back
a! ‘; ¥ & _ “"'n., \ I
-- NP Paw raised
e | o e

May leave sweaty
footprints
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Dog Body Language (cont’d)

Extreme fear / Total submission
(Passive submission)

| Head turns to avoid direct
Rolls onto back exposing eye contact

stomach and throat
Ears flat and back

\ Eyes partly closed

Tail tucked IRy
Z~ [ = YL Noseand
T s i, P forehead
1 A l smooth
N NJ Corner of mouth
o back
- €% May sprinkle a few drops
of urine
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Dog Body Language (cont’d)

Playfulness
Tail up

Tail may broadly

Pupils
dilated
Dog will usually
hold this position
for only a moment
before breaking
into a run in some
random direction

Mouth open,
tongue may be
exposed

Front end lowered
by bent forepaws
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Cat Body Language
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Cat Body Language (cont’d)
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