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Executive overseeing $150M Maui Strong fund
defends phased approach to disbursing aid

The foundation executive overseeing the $150 million “Maui Strong” fund is defending its careful approach to releasing the money.

By Daryl Huff
Published: Nov. 14, 2023 at 7:51 PM PST | Updated: Nov. 14, 2023 at 8:52 PM PST

ADVERTISEMENT

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - The foundation executive overseeing the $150 million “Maui Strong” fund is defending its careful
approach to releasing the money. About 80% of its money is still in the bank, while some feel many people need more money
now.

The Hawaii Community Foundation’s “Maui Strong” fund is the largest philanthropic response to the Maui disaster, but it’s still
scrambling to fill the gaps in what Maui families need.
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Hawaii Community Foundation CEO Micah Kane said donations to Maui Strong, although generous, are dwarfed by the money
flowing from government aid programs that responded immediately.

Special Section: Maui Wildfire Disaster
“150 million is a lot of money,” Kane said. “But when you look at 15,000 people, you know, it’s $10,000 over the next three years for
each person. That’s not a lot of money.”

“Within weeks of the fire federal, Red Cross and state aid flowed into Maui — alongside millions of dollars from unofficial and
celebrity gifts and fundraising.

But Maui Strong was the biggest of the philanthropic efforts, endorsed by leaders who trusted Hawaii Community Foundation with
its long history of managing educational and charity programs.

In three months, it raised $153 million from more than 300,000 donors in 50 countries.
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“What I realized was just how special Maui was to so many people around the world,” Kane said. “And it’s amazing that we’ve had
the opportunity just to just feel that aloha here.”

But there are concerns in the community that families have huge unmet financial needs now, and that Maui Strong has not
released enough money to them.

Kane said Maui Strong is not giving large amounts to all survivors but is focused on needs underserved by government — like
undocumented immigrant families and private child-care operators — and partnering with other non-profits to expand their
missions.

“We’re just trying to be as agile as possible — things that normally would take weeks can take hours for us,” Kane said.

Kane explained the Maui Strong spending plan allows 20-25% to be spent in the first few months for emergency needs and holds
back 70-85% for the recovering and stabilization period over the next couple of years, and after that only 3-5% for ongoing grants.

The plan assumes government aid will phase out while the demand for assistance continues for three to five years.

“And that’s when our dollars are going ... to mean the most to the people of Maui,” Kane said.

Kane said donations to Maui Strong have peaked and he wants to be ready for unpredicted needs. “That issue is the issue that
continues to surprise me is just the concentration and the depth and breadth of this disaster,” he said, adding that it’s worse than
anyone thought.

Kane also said the biggest gaps are those that money can’t fix, like the trauma caused by a disaster no one will ever forget.

Copyright 2023 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved.
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1966 Ford Thunderbird
Ends 2026-04-14

Bid now

YETI | Sponsored

20% Off Moon Dust
*Offer valid while supplies last. See details. 

Shop Now

Memory Institute | Sponsored

Cognitive Decline Has Been Tied to This Popular Evening Snack - Do You Eat It?
Learn More

Nerve Recovery Science Institute | Sponsored

Foot Neuropathy Has Been Associated to This Common Drink Daily. Do You Drink It?
Learn More

YETI | Sponsored

The Throwback Collection
Explore the full lineup.

Shop Now

Shady Rays | Sponsored

Bring the Heat Outside With Ace Performance Shades
Go further with Ace: ultra-light comfort and vision that never quits.

Shop now

Satchel & Page | Sponsored

Mailbag - Brown
Inspired by US Postal Service mailbags from the early 20th century.          .

Buy now

Earth Funeral | Sponsored

"I Want to Be Composted." What Martha Stewart Actually Means
It's not what most people picture. Martha Stewart's funeral choice is a gentle, regulated process—and it's now available to over 120 million families 
across the US. Here's how it works.

Learn More

Hawaii News Now

Hawaii News Now

Half of sheriff’s office indicted on charges, including abuse of a corpse, authorities say

Charlie Kirk’s mentor and cheerleading pioneer Jeff Webb dies in pickleball accident, reports say

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VEVOR Beach Cart with Large Wheels for Sand 165 lbs Load Capacity Heavy Duty Folding Beach Wagon with 12"
Balloon Wheels Insulated Cooler Bag Umbrella Holder Holds 4 Chairs for Camping & Fishing
VEVOR Beach Cart with Large Wheels for Sand, 165 lbs Load Capacity, Heavy Duty Folding Beach Wagon with 12" Balloon Wheels, Insulated 
Cooler Bag, Umbrella Holder, Holds 4 Chairs for Camping & Fishing. Flexible Swivel Front Wheels. Smooth Edges. Pump & Inflation Limiter …

Buy now
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12 Things To Cut When Living On Retirement
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 American men will be automatically registered for the military draft starting
in December

 Non-essential city, state offices on Oahu closed Friday amid storm threat

 First Alert Weather Days: Heavy rain, flooding expected
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 Meet Miss Aloha Hula 2026: Faith Kealohapauole Paredes

 Severe weather prompts Friday school closures on Oahu, Molokai, Kauai’s
Hanalei Elementary

 Verdict in: Maui doctor guilty of attempted manslaughter

 Man arrested after allegedly assaulting woman, 9-year-old son

 Kilauea’s 44th eruptive episode prompts park closure, evacuations
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Latest News
Heavy rains trigger wastewater spill near Kauai’s Kikiaola Small Boat Harbor

 First Alert Weather Days: Heavy rain, flooding expected

First Alert Forecast: Flood Watch in effect statewide



 Pedestrian dies after hit-and-run crash in Makiki

SPONSORED
 Aloha Will Save the World: Big Island brand blends merchandise, mission and a $10,000

scholarship legacy
By Gray Media
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 First Alert Forecast: Flood Watch in effect statewide

 Meet Miss Aloha Hula 2026: Faith Kealohapauole Paredes

 Kauai residents warned to stay off roads as storm moves in

 Non-essential city, state offices on Oahu closed Friday amid storm threat
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